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The  Camborne- Redruth  Urban  District  Council 


Medical  Officer’s  Report 

for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1942. 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS. 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22,411  acres. 


Number  of  inhabited  bouses. 


Camborne 

4>293 

Redruth 

2,859 

Illogan  ... 

2,437 

St.  Day  and  Tanner 

1-351 

— 

10,940 

Rateable  value 

£128,080 

Sum  represented  by  a penny 

rate 

£493 

EMPLOYMENT. 

During  the  period  under  review  there  was  practically  no  unemployment 
amongst  able-bodied  persons,  except  in  cases  of  short  periods  between  the  termina- 
tion of  the  old  employment  and  the  commencement  of  the  new.  In  general  only  a 
few  hours  or  days  would  elapse  before  persons  available  for  work  were  again 
absorbed  either  locally  or  in  other  areas,  according  to  their  occupations. 

Persons  who  remained  upon  the  un-employment  register  for  any  length  of  time 
were  either  well  advanced  in  years  or  were  suffering  from  some  physical  disability 
and  could  only  take  light  employment  such  as  Watchman,  &c.,  and  the  demand  for 
such  labour  is  normally  negligible. 

Labour  demands  for  men,  women  and  juveniles  were  continuous  and  generally 
exceeded  the  supply. 

POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

The  approximate  amount  of  relief  granted  in  the  area  (and  part  of  Ha3de)was  ; 
Relief  granted  in  kind  ...  ...  £1,070  : 16  ; 8 

Relief  granted  in  cash  ...  ...  £12,379  • 4:6 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total  for  1!)42. 

(For  year 

Legitimate 

244 

257 

501 

443 

Illegitimate 

22 

19 

41 

20 

Total  live  births 

266 

276 

542 

463 

Still-  Births. 

Legitimate 

II 

5 

16 

17 

Illegitimate  . . . 

0 

2 

2 

I 

Total  still  births 

II 

7 

18 

18 

Birth  Rate, 

(This  is  the  proportion  per  i,oo  mean  annual  population.) 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1942  was  15.17.  (For  1938  it  was  13.26.) 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

(For  the  year  1938.) 

Legitimate 

16 

10 

26 

31 

Illegitimate 

I 

I 

2 

T 

Total 

. 17 

II 

28 

32 

Infant  Mortality.  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  01  age  per  1,000  live  births) 
Infant  mortality  for  the  year  1942,  51.6.  (For  the  year  1938  it  was  72.1) 

Deaths  from  all  Causes.  (Excluding  non-  civilians.) 

Males.  Females.  Total.  (For  the  year  1938.) 

215  257  472  540 

Death  Rate,  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  average  population,  13.21. 

The  corresponding  figure  for  the  year  1938  was  15.4. 

From  the  above  statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  as  compared  with  the  pre-war  year 

1938 

(1)  The  number  of  live  births  has  increased  from  462  to  542. 

(2)  The  corresponding  birth  rate  has  increased  from  13.26  to  15.17. 

(3)  The  infant  mortality  has  diminished  from  72.1  to  51.6. 

(4)  The  number  of  deaths  has  dropped  from  540  to  472. 

(5)  The  corresponding  death  rate  has  fallen  from  15.4  to  13.21. 


Maternal  Mortality.  (Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  per  1,000  births,  live  and 

still). 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal 

causes. 

Mortality,  0. 

(In  1938  there  were  four 

deaths. 

Mortality,  8.4.) 

Causes  of  Death,  at  all  ages. 

Males. 

F'emak'S. 

Total. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels 

83 

126 

209 

Cancer 

25 

44 

69 

Respiratory  Diseases 

18 

12 

30 

Digestive  Diseases 

7 

15 

22 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  &c. 

13 

7 

20 

Nephritis  ... 

8 

7 

15 

Tuberculosis 

17 

9 

26 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

4 

Influenza  ... 

0 

I 

T 

Syphilis 

0 

I 

I 

Cerebro-spinal-fever  ... 

0 

2 

2 

Suicide 

3 

I 

4 

Road  Traffic 

4 

3 

7 

All  other  causes 

35 

27 

62 

215 

257 

472 

As  in  previous  recent  years  the  deaths  from  cancer  exceed  the  number  of 
deaths  from  tuberculosis.  Deaths  from  cancer,  69  (in  1938  the}^  were  73).  Deaths 
from  tuberculosis  (all  forms),  26.  (In  1938  they  were  28). 


SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Redruth  Clinical  Laboratory  under  the  charge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

The  laboratory  is  equipped  to  deal  with  all  pathological  investigations  included 
in  the  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme.  During  the  year  the  number  of  specimens 
examined  and  reported  upon  was  3,624. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 


There  are  four  motor  ambulances  in  use  in  the  area. 

One  ambulance  is  available  in  each  of  the  areas  of  Camborne,  Redruth  and 
Illogan,  each  belonging  to  the  respective  division  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade.  One  ambulance  belonging  to  the  U.D.C.  is  used  for  cases  of  infectious 
disease. 


Station. 

Camborne. 


Redruth. 

Illogan. 


Camborne. 


Garage. 

College  Street. 

Tel.  2257  (Police). 

Headquarters,  S.J.A.  Div. 
Basset  Street.  Tel.  159. 

Headquarters,  S.J.A. B. 
Pool,  Redruth. 

Camborne  Isolation 
Hospital. 


Officer  in  Oliarge. 

Supt.  J.  Jory,  S.J.A.B., 

Mid  Centenary  Row.  Tel.  3215. 

Supt.  C.  C.  Pellow,  S.J.A.B., 

I,  Close  Hill.  Tel.  159. 

Supt.  W.  H.  Kevern,  SJ.A.B., 
90,  Agar  Road,  Illogan  Highway. 
Tel.  417. 

M.O.H.  or  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Tel.  2235. 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  are  seven  District  Nursing  Associations  in  the  area,  all  of  them  affiliated 
with  the  County  Nursing  Association.  Honorary  Secretary,  Miss  Margaret  Smith, 
" Lynn  Allen,”  Truro. 

The  number  of  nurses  in  the  area  has  remained  unaltered  and  has  proved  suffi- 
cient. There  are  four  nurses  in  Camborne,  three  in  Redruth,  one  in  North  Illogan 
and  one  in  South  Illogan.  Additional  nurses  for  puerperal  cases  are  supplied  by 
the  County  Nursing  Association,  as  required. 


HOSPITALS. 

The  Camborne-Redruth  Miners’  and  General  Hospital,  Redruth. 


In-patients.  Total  number  of  available  beds  ...  ...  loi. 

Average  number  of  beds  daily  occupied  ...  48.1 

Number  of  in-patients  during  the  year  ...  1,911. 

Out-patients.  Total  number  of  new  out-patients  ...  2,130. 

Total  number  of  out-patient  attendances  ...  7»059- 

Special  Departments  in  the  hospital  are  the  following  ; — 

Eye  Department.  Therapy  Department. 


Dental  Department.  (X-ray  and  radium) . 

Ante-natal  Clinic.  Massage  and  electrical  department. 

Gynaecological  Clinic.  X-ray  Diagnostic  Department. 

Surgical  and  Medical  Clinics. 

There  is  also  a Maternity  Department,  under  the  Cornwall  County  Council  with 
16  beds. 

Number  of  patients  radiographed  ...  i.73i. 

Number  of  patients  for  deep  x-ray  therapy  196. 

Number  of  patients  for  superficial  therapy  195. 

Number  of  patients  for  radium  therapy  68. 


There  has  been  a great  advance  in  the  facilities  for  treatment  available  at  this 
hospital  in  recent  years,  and  in  the  number  of  patients  treated.  In  the  year  1932 
the  number  of  patients  admitted  was  595,  this  number  increased  to  1,063 
and  in  the  year  now  under  review  it  was  1911. 


Private  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  two  Nursing  Honmes  in  the  area.  The  Camborne  Nursing  Home 
(Miss  A.  Michell,  Basset  Road).  Tremorvah  Nursing  Home  (Miss  E.  Johns  and 
Miss  J.  B.  McLean,  Redruth) . 

Isolation  Hospitals. 

Three  Isolation  Hospitals  under  the  control  of  the  Urban  District  Council  were 
used  during  the  year.  These  hospitals  have  a total  of  36  available  beds.  There  is 
one  hospital  at  Camborne,  one  at  Redruth  and  one  in  Illogan.  Only  the  Camborne 
Isolation  Hospital  was  adequately  staffed  and  equipped  and  therefore  all  patients 
(excepting  those  who  required  to  be  quarantined  only)  were  admitted  to  that 
hospital  in  the  first  instance. 

The  useful  purpose  which  the  hospital  has  served  is  illustrated  by  the  variety 
of  conditions  for  which  patients  were  admitted.  A list  of  these  is  printed  below.  The 
nursing  has  been  efficient  and  I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  unselfish  devotion  to 
her  patients  which  was  given  by  Mrs.  Salmon,  the  sister-in-charge. 

Two  non-immunised  children  who  were  admitted  in  a state  almost  moribund, 
died.  Also  one  patient  with  cerebro-spinal-fever  died,  but  nine  patients  with  this 
disease  recovered  and  left  the  hospital  well. 

The  service  rendered  by  these  Isolation  Hospitals  during  the  year  is  further 
illustrated  by  the  number  of  patient-days  for  the  year  under  review. 

For  the  whole  period  since  amalgamation  of  areas,  i.e.,  approximately  six  years 
from  1934  to  1939  the  total  number  of  patient-days  was  4,361. 

During  the  single  year  (1942)  the  number  of  patient-days  was  2,589. 

Admissions  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals  : — 

Diphtheria  . . . 

Scarlet  fever 
Chicken  pox 
Cerebro-spinal-fever 
Mumps 
Scabies 
Para-typhoid 
Infective  jaundice 
Meningism  . . . 

Dysentery 
Measles 

Infective  tonsillitis 
Vaccinia 

Total  ...  94 


12 

II 

10 

3 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


A County  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  coming  closure  of  our  local  Isolation 
hospitals. 

The  Cornwall  County  Council  in  pursuance  of  Section  63  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  1929,  prepared  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for 
the  treatment  of  patients  with  infectious  disease  within  the  County,  and  the  Ministry 
of  Health  approved  the  scheme  with  modifications  on  February  9th,  1935. 


The  County  Council  made  an  amending  scheme  on  January  8th,  1942.  This 
amending  scheme  was  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  and  the  date  upon  which 
the  scheme  was  to  come  into  operation  was  fixed  as  the  First  day  of  April,  1943. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  scheme  prepared  by  the  County  Council  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Minister  of  Health  any  patient  in  this  area  suffering  from  an  infectious 
disease  on  or  after  April  ist,  1943,  and  requiring  to  be  removed  to  an  Isolation 
Hospital  will  be  removed  to  The  County  Isolation  Hospital,  Truro.  Our  local 
Isolation  Hospitals  will  then  be  no  longer  used  as  such  but  will  be  available  for 
•other  purposes. 

Patients  who  are  to  be  admitted  to  the  County  Isolation  Hospital  will  be  col- 
lected by  a County  Ambulance  sent  fromTruro  and  returned  home  in  the  same  way. 

The  Tehidy  Sanatorium,  in  the  Tehidy  Woods,  Camborne,  is  under  the  admin- 
istrative control  of  the  Cornwall  County  Council.  The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  is 
Dr.  E.  T.  Gaspey. 

Number  of  beds — Medical,  94.  Surgical,  22.  Total,  116. 

Number  of  in-patients  during  1942,  102.  Of  these  36  came  from  the  Cam- 
borne-Redruth  District. 

The  Public  Assistance  Institution,  Barncoose,  Redruth,  serves  the  Cambome- 
Redruth  Urban  District  and  environs  for  relief  purposes.  The  Maternity  Ward  of 
the  institution  serves  the  whole  county  west  of  and  including  Truro. 

The  Tuberculosis  Clinic,  Tuckingmill.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Dr.  Day, 
attends  every  Tuesday  morning. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  Camborne,  Mission  Hall.  Administrative  control  of 

C.C. 

The  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  (Dr.  Rentoul)  attends  on  the  4th  Wednesday  in  the 
month  at  10  a.m.  The  Orthopaedic  Sister  attends  every  Wednesday. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  Tuckingmill.  There  are  four  sessions  a week 
for  consultation  and  treatment. 

The  Clinic  is  under  the  administrative  control  of  the  County  Council.  The 
number  of  persons  dealt  with  at  the  Centre  during  the  year  for  the  first  time  and 


found  to  be  suffering  from 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Syphilis 

3 

17 

20 

Soft  Chancre 

I 

I 

2 

Gonorrhoea 

16 

9 

25 

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

12 

12 

24 

Total 

• 32 

39 

71 

Total  attendances  at  the  Centre  during  the  year : 

Males. 

Females. 

Total, 

Syphilis 

. 172 

301 

473 

Soft  Chancre 

2 

2 

4 

Gonorrhoea 

. 88 

88 

176 

Non  Venereal 

. 20 

36 

56 

Total 

. 282 

427 

709 

SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER. 

The  supply  of  water  to  the  area  has  been  abundant.  The  quality  of  the  town 
supply  to  both  Camborne  and  Redruth  has  been  excellent.  The  quality  of  the 
water  supplied  by  various  springs,  chutes,  &c.,  in  the  area  is  variable.  The  supply 
to  St.  Day  (Vogue  chute)  was  generally  of  better  quality  during  the  year  than 
heretofore  and  the  sample  taken  in  the  autumn  was  highly  satisfactory.  Class  I. 

All  the  sources  of  supply  in  the  area  have  been  examined  frequently.  The 
town  supply  Camborne  and  that  of  Redruth  have  invariably  been  found  “ highly 
satisfactory,  Class  I,"  according  to  the  Ministry’s  proposed  classification.  These 
waters  nevertheless  are  chlorinated  before  they  reach  the  consumer. 

Whenever  the  water  from  a public  well  or  local  supply  has  been  found  unsatis- 
factory upon  examination  a notice  has  been  affixed  at  the  source  advising  chlorina- 
tion or  boiling  before  use. 


Refuse  Collection. 

Four  lorries  and  two  horse  drawn  carts  were  used. 

Lorry  No.  i collects  from  the  greaterpart  of  Camborne.  The  refuse  collected  is 
tipped  at  the  control  tip  at  Cam  Brea. 

Lorry  No.  2 collects  in  Tuckingmill  and  in  the  Illogan  district.  This  refuse  is 
also  tipped  at  the  control  tip,  Cam  Brea. 

Lorry  No.  3 collects  from  Redruth  and  Outlying  Districts.  This  refuse  is  sold 
to  a farmer. 

Lorry  No.  4 collects  from  the  Redmth  Town  District,  and  this  refuse  also  is 
sold  to  a farmer. 

Cart  No.  I collects  from  narrow  lanes  in  Camborne,  and  is  tipped  at  Beacon 
Fields. 

Cart  No.  2 collects  from  Beacon,  and  the  refuse  is  also  tipped  at  Beacon  Fields. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Summary  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  Report. 

General  Sanitation  Inspections  and  re-inspections 

Preliminary  Notices  served 

Notices  complied  with 

Statutory  Notices  served 

Drainage  improved 

Parcels  of  bedding,  blankets,  &c.,  stoved  at  the  West 
Tolgus  Disinfector 
Household  refuse  sold  to  farmers 


approx. 

Foods  condemned  by  Sanitary  Inspectors,  in  addition  to  meat, 
by  the  Meat  Inspector. 


Camborne 

Animals 


Cattle 

passed 


Milk 

71  tins 

Vegetables 

43  tins 

Fruits 

15  tins 

Cheese  . . . 

54  tins 

Soups 

12  tins 

Fish 

32  tins 

Market. 

through  the  market  during  the  year  ; — 

Cattle 

1,821 

Sheep 

1,365 

Pigs 

1454 

Calves 

1,641 

3-289 

42 

20 

3 

96 

358 

1,450  loads 
725  tons 
&c.,  condemned 


SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

Shortage  of  houses,  and  how  to  satisfy  people  in  urgent  need  of  them  is  a major 
problem  in  this  area  for  which  there  is  no  present  solution.  Once  again  I would 
appeal  to  the  Housing  Committee,  when  allocating  Council  Houses  to  applicants, 
to  give  prior  consideration  to  cases  of  overcrowding.  This,  unfortunaely  has  not 
always  been  the  practice  in  the  past.  I suggest  there  should  be  closer  co-operation 
between  the  Housing  Officer  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  If  these  officers  would 
meet  frequently  and  discuss  the  more  serious  cases  as  they  arose  I think  much  could 
be  done  to  relieve  some  cases  of  hardship  which  occur  by  no  means  infrequently. 

Shops  and  Offices. 

No  systematic  inspection  of  shops  and  offices  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year.  Inspections  have  been  made  whenever  and  wherever  special  circumstances 
have  required  it. 

SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK. 

For  many  years  it  has  been  the  practice  in  this  area  to  collect  samples  of  milk 
from  vendors,  not  at  the  site  of  production,  the  farm,  but  in  the  street  from  the 

delivery  vans.  The  object  is  to  examine  the  milk  in  the  condition  in  which  it 

reaches  the  consumer. 

The  number  of  samples  so  examined  was  . . . 131 

The  average  fat  content  (Gerber)  of  these  samples  was  3-8% 

The  minimum  amount  of  fat  permitted  is  ...  ...  3-0% 

The  number  of  samples  found  to  contain  less  than  3%  was  9. 

Forty  samples  contained  over  4%  fat. 

Taken  as  a whole  the  nutritive  value  of  the  milk  supply  in  the  area  was 
very  good. 

Examined  for  cleanliness  and  general  purity  it  was  found  that  51.5%  of  the 
samples  satisfied  the  coliform  test. 

83.0%  satisfied  the  methylene  blue  reductase  test. 

The  average  degree  of  acidity  was  15. i degrees. 

The  average  keeping  quality  of  the  milk  was  good. 

Resazurin  and  rennet  tests  were  performed  upon  all  specimens  that  had  failed 
in  the  methylene  blue  reductase  test,  and  the  result  was  communicated  to  the  pro- 
ducer. 

The  Camborne  Creamery  deals  with  a very  large  quantity  of  milk.  The  milk 
examined  at  the  Creamery  shewed  considerable  seasonal  variation  in  purity.  Thus 
in  the  month  of  February  88%  of  the  samples  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduc- 
tase test,  whereas  in  July  and  August  only  21%  of  the  samples  satisfied  this  test. 

Similarly  with  the  resazurin  test,  99%  satisfied  this  test  in  February,  but  only 
49%  satisfied  the  test  in  July. 

There  is  no  Pasteurising  plant  in  the  area  at  present. 

Meat  and  other  foods. 

The  following  observations  are  summarised  from  the  report  of  the  Meat 
and  Food  Inspector,  Mr.  M.  Naim. 

As  in  1941  slaughtering  has  taken  place  in  six  slaughter-houses  in  the  area. 
Two  of  these  are  for  local  distribution,  and  situated  at  Camborne  and  Redrath.  Two 
are  for  export,  situate  at  Redurth.  There  are  also  two  Bacon  Factories  at  Redruth. 

The  four  slaughter-houses  are  underthe  direct  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food, 
and  are  supervised  by  a Slaughterhouse  Manager,  Mr.  A.  J.  Honeywill.  The  two 
Bacon  Factories  are  under  the  same  system  of  management  as  heretofore. 


The  number  of  cattle  condemned  is  greater  than  in  the  previous  year  and  is 
made  up  chiefly  of  aged,  tuberculous  and  emaciated  cows.  Of  the  total  condemned 
179  belong  to  this  catagory. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  188,638  lbs.  and  is  slightly  more  than 
that  recorded  in  the  previous  year. 

The  total  condemned  includes  an  amount  of  5,016  lbs.  coming  under  the  head- 
ing “ Other  parts  of  carcases.”  A large  portion  of  this  amount  has  been  condemned 
as  the  result  of  bruising  and  leg  injuries,  either  caused  in  transit  or  in  the  grading 
market.  ' 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was  44,625,  as  com- 
pared with  67,730  in  the  previous  year.  This  decrease  is  due  chiefly  to  the  shortage 
of  pigs. 

Mr.  Nairn  here  remarks  ; — “ In  this  connection  may  I associate  myself  with 
the  frequent  recommendations  of  the  Medical  Officer  in  connection  with  the  utmost 
importajrce  being  attached  to  the  collection  of  Household  Swill,  this  and  the  offals, 
&c.,  from  the  slaughterhouses  constitutes  a high  grade  ration  for  swine.  It  also 
constitutes  a valuable  source  of  revenue.” 

The  total  number  of  animals  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was 
287,  compared  with  213  in  the  year  1941  and  311  in  1940. 

• In  addition  to  the  above  4 cwt.  and  94  lbs.  of  various  preserved  and  canned 
meats  have  been  condemned  during  th^  year. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  four  pigs  were  slaughtered  under  licence  or  permit 
issued  by  the  Food  Executive  Officer’s  Department.  Not  more  than  a dozen  of 
these  were  examined  after  slaughter. 

Under  the  Regulations  these  permits  are  granted  to  enable  producers  to 
slaughter  a limited  number  of  pigs  for  the  use  of  their  own  household,  and  in  some 
cases  to  sell  part  of  the  carcase. 

The  Regulation  states : — “ Where  there  is  a Government  Slaughterhouse  or 
Licensed  Bacon  Factory  conveniently  close  to  the  producers’  premises,  the  slaughter 
must  be  carried  out  there,  or  at  the  producer’s  premises,  otherwise  any  specified 
premises  may  be  used.” 

The  Government  slaughterhouses  at  Camborne  and  Redruth  are  conveniently 
close  to  any  part  of  the  area.  The  Meat  Inspector  suggests  that  in  the  interest  of 
Public  Health  and  to  ensure  humane  slaughter  all  swine  killed  on  these  permits 
should  be  dealt  with  at  a Government  slaughterhouse  and  the  Meat  Inspector 
notified  so  that  he  can  attend  and  inspect. 

The  Meat  Inspector  again  presses  for  the  consideration  of  a scheme  for  COM- 
PLETE CENTRALISATION  OF  SLAUGHTERING  and  for  the  provision  of  a 
MUNICIPAL  PIGGERY.  Failing  this,  immediately  the  Ministry  of  Food  have 
given  up  control,  all  the  many  premises  scattered  throughout  the  area,  good,  bad 
and  indifferent  alike,  formerly  used  as  slaughterhouses,  will  again  be  licensed.  To 
revert  to  the  old  unsatisfactory  system  would  be  a retrograde  step,  decidedly  not  in 
the  interest  of  Public  Health,  particularly  now  that  a modified  system  of  centralisa- 
tion has  been  built  up  in  the  area,  and  has  run  successfully  for  the  past  three  years. 

Prosecutions 

There  were  three  cases  of  illicit  slaughtering  and  three  of  contravention  of  the 
regulation  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Fines  were  imposed 
in  each  case. 


SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHE  DISEASES. 

There  was  no  serious  epidemic  illness  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  during  the  earlier  months.  Public  Immunisa- 
tion against  this  disease  has  not  been  reco  mmended  or  practised  because  its  utility 
has  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  proven. 

Diphtheria  though  less  prevalent  than  in  the  previous  year  remained  never- 
theless more  prevalent  than  in  pre-war  years. 

This  prevalence  of  diphtheria  is  largely  attributable  to  undiscovered  diphtheria 
carriers.  Until  the  whole  child  population  has  been  immunised  diphtheria  will  not 
disappear,  but  will  always  remain  a danger  to  the  unimmunised. 

Incidence  of  diphtheria  in  the  area  since  the  date  of  amalgamation  ; — 


Year. 

Oases. 

Year 

Cases, 

Year. 

Cases 

1934 

6 

1937 

I 

1940 

15 

1935 

4 

1938 

3 

1941 

64 

1936 

14 

1939 

3 

1942 

38 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  increase  of  diphtheria  in  the  area  during  the  war-years  is  clearly  shewn  by 
these  figures.  The  provision  of  gratuitous  preventive  inoculation  is  a wise  measure 
which  all  parents  of  young  children  should  welcome  and  be  grateful  for. 

Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  among  as  many  children  as  the  voluntary 
system  will  permit.  There  has  been  less  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  consent  of 
parents  of  local  residents  to  have  their  children  immunised  than  to  obtain  the  con- 
sent of  parents  of  evacuated  children. 

There  has  been  some  regrettable,  but  plausible  and  strong  propaganda  against 
immunisation  but  fortunately  with  little  effect. 

The  number  of  immunising  doses  given  during  the  year  was  1,511.  Of  these 
773  were  primary  doses  and  738  secondary  or  completing  doses. 

The  number  of  children  now  immunised  in  the  area  is  between  six  and  seven 
thousand.  There  have  been  no  complications  or  untoward  reactions  reported 
among  any  of  the  children  immunised  although,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  over  thir- 
teen thousand  injections  had  been  given.  Neither  has  any  case  of  diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  area  among  those  immunised. 

Sessions  for  immunisation  were  held  regularly  throughout  the  year  at  Cam- 
borne on  the  ist  Friday  of  the  month,  and  at  Redruth  on  the  ist  Tuesday  of  the 
month,  in  the  Council  Offices. 

Venereal  Disease. 

There  is  no  reliable  evidence  available  for  an  opinion  to  be  expressed  upon  the 
prevalence  of  venereal  disease  in  the  area.  Some  forms  of  Venereal  Disease  are  more 
easily  cured  than  hitherto.  As  previously  mentioned  in  this  report  there  is  a special 
Treatment  Centre  in  this  area,  under  the  administrative  control  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  where  confidential  advice  and  free  treatment  is  given  to  patients 
with  Venereal  Disease. 

Tuberculosis. 

Forty  five  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  This  number 
is  slightly  above  the  average  which  for  the  preceding  eight  years  was  39. 

Tuberculosis  notifications  received  in 


Year 

.\o. 

Year 

No. 

Year 

No. 

1934 

43 

1937 

42 

1940 

38 

1935 

31 

1938 

45 

1941 

39 

1936 

48 

1939 

25 

1942 

45 

The  Tuberculosis  Register  of  patients  residing  in  the  area  records  the  following 
figures  for  the  end  of  the  year  1942  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

221 

134 

355 

Non-pulmonary 

64 

43 

107 

Total 

285 

177 

462 

Although  every  care  has  been  taken  to  keep  the  register  correct  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that  the  number  recorded  exceeds  the  number  of  tuberculosis  persons 
actually  residing  in  the  area.  Some  patients  will  have  left  the  district  without  the 
fact  being  known,  some  will  have  recovered  without  the  fact  having  been  reported 
to  the  authorities. 

Scabies  among  local  residents  has  been  more  prvalent  than  in  pre-war  years. 
It  was  seen  more  frequent^  in  children  than  in  adults.  Children  and  women  were 
treated  for  this  complaint  at  the  Redruth  Hostel.  A few  men  were  treated  at  the 
Redruth  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  number  of  local  residents  treated  as  in-patients  at  the  Redruth  Hostel 
during  the  year  was  258. 

The  number  treated  as  out-patients  was  163. 


KITCHEN  WASTE  was  first  collected  in  the  area  in  April,  1941,  and  from 
that  date  to  the  end  of  the  same  year  the  amount  collected  was  305  tons.  The 
amount  collected  during  the  year  1942  was  369  tons. 

The  material  collected  is  treated  for  at  least  one  hour  with  superheated  steam, 
in  a plant  erected  at  Cam  Brea. 

No  difficulty  is  experienced  in  the  disposal  of  the  sterilised  product  to  pig 
breeders  but  the  difficulties  encountered  with  the  collection  of  the  raw  material 
from  households  are  considerable.  If  these  difficulties  could  be  surmounted  the 
amount  collected  and  the  resultant  revenue  therefrom  would  be  almost  doubled. 

C.  RIVERS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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